|
|
CFL(lPtCT 3 % ~ Chapter 3 PLURAL NOUNS 15

Masculine and Feminine Plurals
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Read and translate the following sentences orally.
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Masculine nouns are indicated by m, feminine nouns by /. Sabbaths Sabbath




PLURAL NOUNS Chapter 3

The Plural Noun
In both English and Hebrew, nouns are made plural by
adding endings to their singular forms. Hebrew nouns are al-
ways either masculine or feminine. Masculine nouns are usu-
ally made plural by adding the ending D’X Feminine nouns

are usually made plural by adding the ending mx

Unusual Plurals
Many Hebrew nouns are exceptions to the basic rules of
forming plurals. Look at the plural of the Hebrew word :?5
father:

fathers ................ N 1 b | g father ........coovvvvnenn AN

:RS takes the feminine plural ending ﬂ"IX, even though it is a
masculine noun. Masculine nouns sometimes take the feminine
plural ending nﬁX, and feminine nouns sometimes take the
masculine plural ending 0°X. However, masculine nouns are
always masculine, and feminine nouns are always feminine, no
matter what plural ending they have. The word ﬂﬁ:g fathers
is still masculine even though it has the ending nNix.

Many nouns gain or lose letters when plural endings are

attached:

mothers ............ n 1 | @N MOLNET siwns fossmammee s s DR
blessings ............ ij : blessing .............. ﬂ;j :
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There are many feminine nouns like ﬂ;jl that end in TI)T(
These nouns always lose the letter s} when the feminine plural
ending nﬁX is attached.

Whenever new nouns appear in the vocabulary lists of
each chapter, we will give you the singular and the plural form

of the noun. You must learn both these forms.

Below is a list of all the nouns you have learned that have

plural forms.

Kings .......oooeeee. 0°991  King oo Eirde)
WOrds ..ot = S R 037
nations .........ccoeee QY  nation .....ooeeeiiinnn Qy
Sabbaths .......... NIN2Y  Sabbath ... navy
lands .......oooone TNEIR 1808 comeresr v - PR
blessings ............ NiDJ2  blessing oo 1272
mothers ............ ny AR mother ..o ox
fathers ................ NIAR  father......coooooiinns 2R

You can see that the vowels of many of these nouns change
when plural endings are added. You do not need to memorize
these vowel changes. You do need to be able to recognize the

plural forms.
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And in Hebrew

The English word and is not a separate word in Hebrew.

Instead, the letter 1 is attached to the beginning of a word.

=Ny =

and a father a father

9001 §2D3T

00 00 © 00 00 =

and the kmg the king
I EATN
o] DO wED (@] :8
and | I

The and usually has the vowel X underneath it. You
will also see it with the vowels X, X, X, or )T( Sometimes the

9 and is written 7. This is pronounced 00, not voo.

a father and a king -]]7731 325
a word and a blessing ﬂ?jm -13'.7
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They in Hebrew
In the vocabulary list of this chapter, two words were
introduced which both mean they: Qi) and "n Qi7 is used
when referring to males. 11} is used when referring to females.
They are fathers. .n;l:?s Dn
They are mothers. .mﬂ@& 1”
They are Abraham and Moses. .ﬂwm Dajlg D.‘i

They are Sarah and Leah. .325771 .'ljt;? '[ﬂ

When referring to a group that includes both males and fe-

males, the masculine form is used.

They are the father and the mother. .DN:” :ga by

They are Moses and Leah. .;1351 .'IWD Dﬂ

In both Hebrew and English, the word they can refer to things
as well as people. In Hebrew, the masculine they Dﬂ is used
when referring to masculine nouns. The feminine they ].‘i is

used when referring to feminine nouns.

Q77273 43
DIZIRT 17

They are the words.

They are the lands.

The word .'l'?& these is used with masculine and feminine

nouns.

DRy AR
Ni0920 19

These are the nations.

These are the blessings.
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Exercises

1. Translate the following sentences into English.

712723 DRT 7 L9R0 X

Nio02n A%k s .0vd%m0 on .

IR AW IR 9 ORI X7

LI PRY 700 10 WDITRRD 70
0°9270 o) 7900 X1 1 .aya a1
LIINT 17 2009n0 A9R a2 .DORYD A9R .

2. Change the plural forms to singular. Translate.

Example: 7770 NI .0°277 07

LRV AR 5 DIIRT APR .
.Ni2727 19K 6 ekl lob I~
N33R NIRER a7 o BalhkblahEh

0727 AR 8 MITART N .

3. Change the singular forms to plural. Translate.

Example: .0°277 O .27 NI

PRI DT 5 32T DN
AR 7980 6 , R} B
J1972 DXT 7 MR N
370 77 8 AN N .
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4. Translate these sentences into English.
By A1) MISING AN
IR XY 079N 2
02970 oM ninnRg 17 s
MR W) ,OR KT 4
12%90) 27 DK 5
D273 AYK) ,A9IRT DRT 6
JIRD X7 ORT I 7
OF0IX) AWH NI XD AW NIRRT
Y0 %R L PIRT DR 9
TR DY) DY X" 10
MINHRT W ,NiaRg 07 1

ek

5. Replace the underlined word with the word in parentheses.

Change the rest of the sentence if needed. Translate.
(AR) .OR PX 1
@7) 707 X7 2
(@7) .NIAR AWM 077K 3
(NIneR) .0°2%n o 4
(77IR3) .N2W3T NXT 5
(T20) 387 OXT 07 6
(NNT) .NIXIN 107 7
(BTI2X) 7N "IN s




22 PLURAL NOUNS Chapter 3

The Beginning of Sim Shalom
D07 M 10 19921 20 DY oY

mercy  loving  grace goodness  peace grant
kindness
Sim Shalom is the final prayer of the Shemoneh Esreh,
or Amidah prayer, in the morning service. Notice the typical
feminine ending :-‘)T( of the nouns ﬂ;jl and ﬂ;w Notice
the repeated use of 7, meaning and. The word D.’Dﬁj is a
noun in the plural form in Hebrew, but is translated with a

singular meaning as mercy or compassion.

“Grant peace, welfare, blessing, grace, lovingkindness and

mercy . . .
Daily Prayer Book, Hertz, 1975, p. 155

The Shehecheyanu
82197 %% 1008 2 ,AnR 102
N 'ID'F? 1IVONT) 13002 NIV

to this season brought us sustained us who has
made us live

Shehecheyanu is said on the first day of all festivals, and

at many other celebrations. Notice the use of 9, meaning and.

“Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, who
hast granted us life and sustenance and permitted us to reach
this season.”

Daily Prayer Book, Birnbaum, 1977, p. 710




